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Prepositions of Time and Place: In / On / At / To 
 
Prepositions of time and place are essential in English grammar. They help describe when 
something happens (time) and where something is located (place). Understanding these 
prepositions is important for clear communication. 
 
1. Prepositions of Place: In / On / At / To 
 
In (for enclosed spaces or large areas) 

 • In is used to indicate that something is inside a space or an area. 

 • Examples: 

 • The keys are in the drawer. 

 • We live in a big house. 

 • The cat is in the box. 

 • I’m in the classroom. 

 • In is also used for larger areas like cities, countries, and buildings. 

 • Examples: 

 • She works in London. 

 • I live in Spain. 

 • They study in the library. 
On (for surfaces or specific days) 

 • On is used when something is on top of or resting on a surface. 

•Examples: 

 • The cup is on the table. 

 • The picture is on the wall. 

 • I put the phone on the shelf. 
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 • On is also used for specific days or dates. 

 • Examples: 

 • I will meet you on Monday. 

 • The concert is on March 5th. 

 • He has a meeting on Friday afternoon. 

 
At (for specific points or locations) 
 

 • At is used to refer to a specific point or location, either physical or temporal. 

 • Examples: 

 • I’ll meet you at the bus stop. 

 • We are having dinner at the restaurant. 

 • She works at a hospital. 

 • I’m at the office right now. 

 
To (indicating movement toward a place) 
 

 • To is used to indicate direction or movement toward a destination. 

 • Examples: 

 • We are going to the park. 

 • She’s walking to the store. 

 • I’m traveling to London next week. 

 
2. Prepositions of Time: In / On / At / To 
 
In (for months, years, seasons, long periods of time) 
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 • In is used to describe larger periods of time such as months, years, centuries, and long 
periods. 

 • Examples: 

 • We go on vacation in July. 

 • He was born in 1990. 

 • They are going skiing in winter. 

 • I will finish the project in a week. 

 
On (for specific days and dates) 
 

 • On is used for specific days of the week or dates. 

 • Examples: 

 • I will see you on Saturday. 

 • The event is on my birthday. 

 • He was born on April 1st. 

 • We go to the beach on Sundays. 

 
At (for specific times of the day) 
 

 • At is used to indicate specific times or points in time. 

 • Examples: 

 • The meeting starts at 9 AM. 

 • I’ll call you at noon. 

 • We’ll meet at 5 PM. 
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 • The train arrives at 6:30 PM. 

 
To (indicating direction or a future point in time) 
 

 • To can indicate movement toward a place or a future point in time (commonly used in 
future tense expressions). 

 • Examples: 

 • I’m going to the cinema to watch a movie. 

 • We are planning to visit Paris next summer. 

 
Summary of Rules and Usage 
 

 • In is used for: 

 • Enclosed spaces (e.g., in a box, in a room). 

 • Larger areas (e.g., in a city, in a country). 

 • Larger periods of time (e.g., in 1990, in winter). 

 • On is used for: 

 • Surfaces (e.g., on the table, on the wall). 

 • Specific days and dates (e.g., on Monday, on March 5th). 

 • At is used for: 

 • Specific points or locations (e.g., at the station, at the door). 

 • Specific times (e.g., at 5 PM, at noon). 

 • To is used for: 

 • Indicating movement toward a destination (e.g., to the store, to the park). 

 • Future events or intentions (e.g., planning to visit, hoping to leave). 
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Examples for Practice 
 

 1. In the room, on the desk, at the door, to the park 

 2. I will meet you on Friday at 3 PM. 

 3. We’re going to Spain in summer. 

 4. The book is on the table. 

 5. They live in New York. 

 6. I’ll arrive at 6 PM. 

 7. She is traveling to London next week. 

 8. The party is on my birthday, in May. 

 
Conclusion 
 

 • In, on, at, and to are crucial prepositions used to indicate time and place. 

 • In refers to large areas or time periods, on for surfaces or specific days, at for specific 
points or times, and to for movement or direction. 

 
 


